Easter Sunrise Sermon






John 20:19-21

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, when the doors were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”  20 After he had said this, he showed them his hands and side.  The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.


21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you!  As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.”
I am privileged to be here this morning sharing Easter joy with you on this beautiful day.  God loves you, he loves me, and he has a message to share with you that will give your soul peace.
Over the past few weeks, many people have been talking about the passion of the Christ.  Maybe you’ve seen the movie.  Maybe you haven’t seen the movie.  Whether you’ve seen the movie or not, I am sure you have heard the adjectives that many have used to describe this film.  Some have labeled it anti-Semitic.  Some have called it graphic or violent.  Others have called it moving, stirring, even life-changing.  But I don’t think I’ve ever heard one single person call this movie “peaceful.”

I’m guessing that you haven’t heard anyone call the passion peaceful either.  I don’t think you expected anyone to call the passion peaceful.  What’s peaceful about suffering?  What’s peaceful about death?  What’s peaceful about being crucified by Roman soldiers?  To say that “betrayal + anguish + suffering + Roman crucifixion all adds up to peaceful” is as logical as saying “2 + 2 + 2 adds up to 147.”  In other words, it doesn’t add up.  When the passion of the Christ is talked about and mulled over, the last word we’d use to describe it is “peaceful.”
But…when the suffering and passion of Jesus is connected with Easter and resurrection, it is peaceful.  The Passion connected with Easter brings us peace that fills us now and helps us make it through the struggles we have in this life.  The Passion connected with Easter brings us peace that fills us forever in heaven.  The Passion is peaceful.  If you have been struggling lately and searching for peace in your life, then listen closely this morning as we study some Bible verses from John 20.
The three Bible verses we’ll study today describe the account of Jesus appearing to his disciples on the evening of the very first Easter Sunday.  Before Jesus appeared to them, these men were anything but peaceful.  Their dreams had been dashed.  They had hoped to ride the shoulders of Jesus to victory and riches and glory on earth.  But now Jesus was dead.  Their leader had been crucified.  Now what were they supposed to do?  Now where were they supposed to go?  This wasn’t what they were planning on.  And as they sat together in the locked room, sad at the loss of the Savior and wondering what to do next, there was another fear that gripped their hearts.  They worried that if the enemies of Christ had crucified Jesus, who would be their next targets?  Of course, their next targets would be his eleven closest followers.  It was Sunday evening, and perhaps these men hadn’t eaten since Thursday night, the night before their world turned upside down.  They probably hadn’t slept much since then either.

Has the loss of a loved ever brought your dreams and future plans to the ground?  Has fright ever gripped you and paralyzed you?  Have you ever longed for peace, but only found turmoil or longed for resolution but only found turbulence?  Have you ever gone through a time where all you want to do is lie down and shut your eyes and wish it would all go away?  If you have ever felt like that, then you have an insight into the fear and uncertainty that filled the disciples on that first Easter evening.  They had lost a loved one, they longed for peace but were gripped with fear, and they couldn’t do anything about it.  Listen to what happened next in John 20:19-21.
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, when the doors were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”  20 After he had said this, he showed them his hands and side.  The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.


21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you!  As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.”
The disciples were together in a locked room.  They didn’t move a muscle.  They didn’t want to be seen.  The first detail that grabs our attention is that Jesus entered the locked room and stood among them.  How could he do that?  He could do that because he is God.  I couldn’t do that and you couldn’t do that.  We’d have to break down the door or smash the window or pick the lock to get in.  But Jesus simply came and stood among them.
And when he came and stood among them and saw 20 large eyes staring at him, and 10 mouths on the floor, what were the first words out of Jesus’ mouth? “Why’d you all ditch me when I was arrested?”  No.  That’s not what Jesus said.  He said, “Peace be with you.”  Jesus wanted them to have peace.  He wanted their hearts to be calm, not agitated.  He wanted their futures to be certain, not up in the air.  “Peace be with you,” Jesus said.  And he showed them his hands and his side.  “Look at the holes.  It’s really me!  I am not a ghost.  I am not a fake.  I am alive!  Peace be with you.”
The proofs of the holes in Jesus’ hands and side were uncontestable.  The disciples were convinced.  It really was Jesus standing before them!  He really had risen from the dead!  And we hear that the disciples were overjoyed.  Their disappointment, turmoil and fright disappeared all at the same time.  Who could imagine their joy?  Who could reproduce that initial scene?  I know I cannot capture the emotions of that scene using words.  And Jesus repeated once again those treasured words, words that the disciples may have missed the first time because they were so startled but did not miss the second time…”Peace be with you.”  The Passion was no longer devastating and crushing.  Now it was peaceful.
Not only did the disciples get their friend back, and their leader back, they also began to realize what it meant for them that Jesus was now alive.  He had come to earth for one reason: he had come to accomplish a mission.  He had come to die for sinners so that they could once again be united with God in peace.  And when Jesus had died on the cross, that is exactly what had happened.  He had taken the sins of the disciples – all the worry, all the doubt, all the fear to the cross.  He died for it, took it to the grave with him and then rose triumphantly…

Jesus brings peace to our hearts as well.  He turns our sorrows into joys.  He turns our doubts into happiness.  And it’s all because he has risen from the dead.

Do you have worries in this life?  Jesus is your eternal shepherd and you are his sheep.  He is cradling you in his arms, he is watching over you and he is guarding you from dangers.  He loves you and he tells you directly, “Peace be with you.”  
Is your future uncertain, maybe because of a health struggle or because of a job uncertainty?  Jesus reminds you that your long-term future is bright.  As we speak, he is in heaven preparing a room with your name on the door.  An eternity of joy is waiting for you.  There is nothing on earth that can take that away from you.  Jesus says, “Peace be with you.”

Are you haunted by the past?  Have you made some mistakes that you regret?  Jesus enters your heart with his forgiveness.  He tells you, “I have thrown your sins into the depths of the sea.  God doesn’t hold them against you anymore because of me.  Peace be with you.”

Are you struggling with a sin?  Jesus speaks to you and says, “I forgive you for your failures.  I’ll give you strength to battle anew.  I am always with you, even in your darkest valley. “Peace be with you…”

You see the point?  Jesus came into this world not to give us turmoil but to give us peace.  The death and resurrection of Jesus does exactly that.  When he died and was buried, our sins were buried with him.  Because our sins are buried, they are no longer clinging to us.  Jesus has made us at peace with God, and he has given to us the gift of heaven that lasts forever.  That’s a peace that you can’t find in this world.  You can’t buy it at Wal-Mart, you can’t bid for it on ebay.  Jesus brings peace.  He gave it to his disciples and he gives it to us as well.  The Passion is peaceful.  And why is the Passion peaceful?  Because Jesus isn’t dead!  He’s risen!  He is risen indeed!  Amen.
